






“America Wins With Free 
Trade” Bus Tour

Did You Know? 
Free Trade Quick Facts

T he Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) has 
launched a new nationwide grassroots educational 
initiative to help all Americans understand the 

importance of trade to creating jobs and driving U.S. economic 
growth.  Hosted by the World Trade Center Miami and the 
Port of Miami, the “America Wins with Free Trade” Bus Tour 
event featured discussions on why free trade matters and the 
importance of the Colombia Free Trade Agreement.

Among those who spoke at the “bus stop” in Miami were 
Jose Perez-Jones, Chairman, World Trade Center Miami and 
Senior Vice President, Seaboard Marine; Charlotte Gallogly, 
President, World Trade Center Miami; Hector Pesquera, 
Acting Director, Port of Miami; Steven Hill, CEO/Straight Wire 
& Member, Consumer Electronics Association; Manny Mencia, 
Sr. VP,  Intl. Business Development Enterprise Florida; Barry 
Johnson, President, Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce; 
Ricardo Tribin, President, Colombian American Chamber of 
Commerce; Hugh Addington,  Nahigian Strategies and Ines 
Calderon, Executive Director, Gateway Florida. 

With Americans’ support for international trade ebbing, CEA 
is engaging in a national effort to highlight the importance of 
trade to American companies and most importantly, American 
workers. The bus tour, which started in New York, made its 
way south through Washington, DC to Miami, then circling out 
west and into the heartland, ended in Birmingham, AL after 
seven weeks.

The CEA has called on Congress to pursue reject isolationism 
and enact trade agreements that expand the economy and 
create American jobs.
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According to the World Trade Organization •	
(WTO), over 200 regional and bilateral 
agreements are in place with many more 
under negotiation.	 ~The Economist

Th•	 e U.S.-Colombia Trade Promotion 
Agreement would save about $2 million a 
day! Instead, since the U.S. and Colombian 
Governments signed the Agreement, U.S. 
exports have carried the burden of over 
$1.1 billion dollars in tariffs, taxes that the 
Agreement would permanently eliminate! 	
~International Trade Administration, US 
Department of Commerce

Tr•	 ade agreements between the United States 
and Chile and the Dominican Republic have 
increased Florida trade by more than $2.8 
billion. The state has pending agreements 
with Peru, Panama and Colombia which 
could bring Florida more market access, 
lower prices and new jobs.	 ~ O r l a n d o 
Business Journal

M•	 anufactured exports have increased 128 
percent since the end of the last multilateral 
round a decade ago, and the U.S. had 
a record $104 billion surplus in 2007 
on exports totaling $473 billion, and 
these exports have more than doubled (up 
136%) since 1994.  Manufactured exports 
support more than 1 in 6 manufacturing jobs 
(according to the Department of Commerce), 
and an estimated 5.7 million jobs in the U.S. 
(estimate for 2005).	~Office of the United 
States Trade Representative

To•	 day, U.S. annual incomes are $1 trillion 
higher, or $9,000 per household, due to 
increased trade liberalization since 1945. 
The two major trade agreement of the 1990s 
- the North American Free Trade Agreement 
and the Uruguay Round - generate annual 
benefits of $1300-$2000 for the average 
American family of four. If remaining global 
trade barriers are eliminated, U.S. annual 
incomes could increase by an additional 
$500 billion, adding roughly $4,500 
per household. 		  ~ I n s t i t u t e 
for International Economics (IIE) and 
the Office of the United States Trade 
Representative.

The “America Wins With Free Trade” Bus makes a stop in Miami


